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 BRINDLE AWARDED BOB ADY SCHOLARSHIP 

Mid-America Economic Development Council Announces 2023 Recipients  
  
(Wilmington, OH) Clinton County Port Authority Workforce and Data Specialist Ruth Brindle was recently 
recognized by the Mid-America Economic Development Council as a 2023 recipient of the annual Bob Ady 
Scholarship. The program encourages participation at the Mid-America annual conferences and provides each 
recipient with mentor support throughout the year, allowing for the most impact of the experiences.  
  
“This is great both for Ruth and for the Port Authority,” said Alex Beres, Executive Director of the Clinton 
County Port Authority. “As part of her scholarship, Ruth will attend and represent the Port at both of Mid-
America EDC’s conferences this year, continuing our Economic Development team’s exposure to different 
insights and expertise.”   
  
This year’s scholarship program is designed to assist with professional mentoring throughout the year and 
attendance to both of Mid-America EDC’s 2023 Conferences – the Best Practices Conference to be held May 10 
– 12 in Kansas City, and the Mid-America Competitiveness Conference to be held November 29 – December 1 
in Indianapolis.   
  
“I am grateful to Mid-America EDC for selecting me as a 2023 Bob Ady Scholarship recipient,” said Brindle. “I 
am looking forward to the Best Practices conference in May, the Competitiveness Conference in November, 
and the mentorship all year long, for what I will learn and for what I will bring back to the work we are doing 
here at the Clinton County Port Authority.” Brindle’s goals for the scholarship year include gathering insight, 
professional feedback, and guidance on the processes and systems for Business Retention and Expansion 
programs.  
  
Mid-America EDC board members and Co-chairs of the 2023 Bob Ady Scholarship committee, Tim Holverson 
and Brittany Ashby, commented, “With a record number of applicants this year, Mid-America EDC is thrilled to 
continue this very beneficial offering to the economic development profession. This scholarship program 
allows for the organization to support economic development professionals from across the Midwest as they 
strive to improve their knowledge and skills via mentoring and participation at both conferences, while 
simultaneously networking with peers from across our region.”  
  
The scholarship program is named in memory of Bob Ady, a champion for economic development in the U.S. 
and especially the Mid-America region. This scholarship program is available for Mid-America Economic 
Development Council members and nonmembers. Applicants were evaluated based on their interest in 
economic development overall, as well as their interest in the Mid-America Economic Development Council 
organization.   
  
Other scholarship recipients include: Colton Bickel, Executive Director of the Adams County Economic 
Development Corporation in Decatur, IN; Lucas Froeschl, Executive Director of the Falls City Economic 
Development and Growth Enterprise, Inc. in Falls City, NE; Sheldon Jensen, Economic Development Specialist 
with the Sioux Metro Growth Alliance in Sioux Falls, SD; and Olivia Otte, Executive Director of the Green 
County Development Corporation in Monroe, WI.  
  



###  
  
About Clinton County Port Authority  
The Clinton County Port Authority is a special-purpose government formed to operate transportation 
infrastructure and lead economic development efforts. Designated by the County, the City of Wilmington, and 
the Wilmington CIC as the lead Economic Development Agency for the County, it coordinates with the Dayton 
Development Coalition and JobsOhio to attract jobs to, and retain jobs in, the area. It owns and operates the 
Wilmington Air Park, an integrated aviation and logistics business park on 1,900 acres with nearly three million 
square feet of industrial, office, and hangar space. It is the highest volume cargo airport in Ohio, is ranked 25th 
in the U.S., and was named Best Airport in Ohio in 2020, 2021, and 2022. Learn more about the Port Authority 
at ChooseClintonCountyOH.org.  
  
About Mid-America Economic Development Council  
The Mid-America Economic Development Council is a multi-state association dedicated to being the leading 
resource for education, making connections, and sharing best practices for economic development 
professionals. For more information about the Mid-America Economic Development Council, please visit 
www.midamericaedc.org.  
  

###  


