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November 1, 2023 

 
PORT AUTHORITY BOARD ELECTS OFFICERS 

Approves Sub Meter Work 
 

(Wilmington, Ohio) The Clinton County Port Authority held its October meeting recently and elected officers 
for the 2023-2024 Boad Year.  
 
Walt Rowsey was reelected as Chair of the Board. Beth Ellis was reelected as Vice Chair and Brian Smith as 
Secretary/Fiscal Officer.    
 
“Each year in October, we hold our annual organizational meeting, per our bylaws, and part of that is to elect 
officers to one-year terms,” said Rowsey.    
 
“We truly appreciate each Member’s service requiring a great sacrifice of time as volunteers.,” said Executive 
Director T. Alex Beres. “This is a working Board that has nearly 50 years of combined experience and 
institutional knowledge of Port Authority business bringing exceptional and effective leadership for regional 
economic and aviation development.”   
 
In other business, Chair Rowsey read through the Committee Assignments and ensured members were on 
committees of interest to them. 
 
Clinton County Port Authority Board members are appointed by the Clinton County Board of Commissioners to 
serve four-year terms.  Along with Rowsey, Ellis and Smith, members of the Board include Bill Ferguson, Renee 
LaPine, John Settlemyre and Jim West.  
 
Along with authorizing the payment of bills, and review of third quarter results, the Board reviewed and 
passed a Budget Amendment.  
 
“As we work through the year, we get better information on what true costs and revenues will be,” said Beres. 
“This periodic adjustment to the budget represents updates revenue and expense projections based on, in this 
case, nine months of actual spending.” 
 
The board reviewed and passed approval for the purchase and installation of submeters of certain areas on the 
airport, and then heard staff member reports.  
 
Ruth Brindle, Workforce and Data Specialist, shared updates on the recent Career Exploration Fair, sponsored 
by the Clinton County Workforce Collaborative, of which the Port Authority is a member.  
 
“Students from all four school districts in the county as well as other schools in the area attended the event,” 
Brindle said. “35 distinct employers interacted with over 600 students throughout the day.” 
 
The Board generally meets on the second Thursday of each month at the Wilmington Air Park.  The Board 
voted to move its November meeting back one week from November 9 to November 16, 2023.   
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About the Clinton County Port Authority 
The Clinton County Port Authority is a special purpose government formed to operate transportation 
infrastructure and lead economic development efforts. Designated by Clinton County, the City of Wilmington, 
and the CIC of Wilmington as the lead Economic Development agency for the County, it coordinates with the 
Dayton Development Coalition and JobsOhio to attract jobs to, and retain jobs in, the area. It has been voted a 
Best Workplace for the last four years. The Port Authority owns and operates the Wilmington Air Park, an 
integrated aviation and logistics business park located on 1,900 acres with nearly three million square feet of 
industrial, office and hangar space. It is the highest volume cargo airport in Ohio and ranked 24th in the United 
States and was named Best Airport in Ohio in 2020, 2021, and 2022. Learn more at 
www.ChooseClintonCountyOH.org and www.WilmingtonAirPark.com. 
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